200    A MODERN PILGRIM IN MECCA
his immediate predecessors he was a weak degenerate, and the country under his rule had fallen into a state of misgovernment little removed from anarchy.
The first results of the Turkish occupation were therefore beneficial, and it was generally welcomed for that reason. Not many years elapsed however before Turkish methods in their turn began to cause discontent. The Arabs dislike being treated as a " subject race " : they dislike paying taxes, and still more do they dislike the Turkish way of collecting them : they dislike the Turk for his manners, his laws, his religion, his clothes, and his personal appearance : in fact they dislike pretty well everything connected with him.
In these circumstances, as not infrequently happens, past abuses were forgotten in the presence of actual annoyances. The advantages of peace, security, and a decent administration (so far as it went) ceased to be appreciated; and men began to attribute every evil, and there were many, to the foreign occupation, and to look back with regret to the days of their country's independence. The smouldering fire of sectarian fanaticism, fanned by the prevailing discontent, began to smoke ominously. The feeling spread that the Zaidies should submit no longer to the domination of a race whose religious doctrines they regarded as heretical, and this feeling culminated in a movement to restore to the Imam the throne that he had been wrongfully deprived of by the Osmanli.
The rebellion that broke out in 1891 attained at first a large measure of success. Sanaa was closely besieged for several months, and only relieved after severe fighting. Several less important Turkish garrisons had to capitulate. An army sent from Europe under Ahmad Fern Pasha succeeded in restoring tranquillity after an arduous and costly campaign.
Peace, however, did not last long. Sporadic outbreaks continued to occur, and in 1905 a general revolt was once more in progress. On this occasion the rebels captured Sanaa by starving the garrison into submission. More than seventy pieces of artillery, together with a great quantity of small arms, ammunition, and other warlike equipment, fell into their hands.